The earthquake of 1580 - Phokida

This earthquake is listed in the historical earthquake catalogues of Papazachos & Papazachou
1989 & 1997, with the following parameters:
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PAP89 141 1580 PHOKIDA-Mynia 118 2B 100 38400 22300 n 67 |

PAP97 175 1580 PHOKIDA-StEuthymia 186 2B 90 38450 22310 n 68 |
Their root is Sathas 1865 (reference numbers 118 and 186, respectively), which is based on

cronicles and contemporary documents. The relevant parts of the text are as follows:

“Ip. 93] In the year 1580 when the destructive earthquake occurred, Salona [m.Amfissa], together with
Loidorikion, Galaxeidion, Naupaktos, Zakinthis [lonian island] and other places suffered a lot...

[p. 219-220] In this year [1580] a great and terrible earthquake destroyed many houses in Galaxeidi,
Salona, Loidoriki and Epachto, and the all cells of the Monastery of Sotiras collapsed and three monks
were killed, but the church was not damaged at all ... the nearby village Mygia [Myonia] was destroyed
and its inhabitants stayed outdoors ... Saint Euthymios appeared to them and advised them to rebuild
their village, which they called Ayia [Saint] Euthymia ... The earthquake also damaged the villages
Kalopetritza, Vounochora and Pente-Ornia and other villages of Salona .

In another part of his book, Sathas says that “[p.160]...it is reported that the earthquake was
destructive also in the lonian islands and the Peloponnese...”, but this information was not
substantiated.

The sources of Sathas’ first two descriptions are reliable (two chronicles based on
contemporary sources), and therefore the root classification of this entry is 2B.

The earthquake was also located in Galanopoulos (1961), who, based on Sieberg (1932a),
gave parameters for this earthquake. Schmidt (1879), Galanopoulos (1936), Montandon (1953)
and Ambraseys (1988a) also include this event, all relying on Sathas (1865).

As a result of the above first two texts of Sathas, the effects of the earthquake are
summarized in the following table and the assessed macroseismic intensity distribution as well as
intensity 7 isoseismal are presented in the map below:
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The earthquake of 1580 in Phokida

In all parametric catalogues, the epicentre of the earthquake is placed in Phokida
(northern part of the eastern Gulf of Corinth) and the macroseismic magnitudes given are
considered overestimated. The adopted epicentre is located at the site of the maximum
observed intensity, i.e. in Ayia Euthymia.



Conclusions

The earthquake is sufficiently documented, with a good quality root classification and a
number of intensity data was assessed, which allow the drawing of intensity 7 isoseismal and
the better location of the macroseismic epicentre. Therefore the proposed entry for this
earthquake is the following:

I 1580PHOKIDA 2B 80 80 38.483 22367 n

Intensity data

1580 Ayia Evthimia (Mygia) 8 8  PPL 38.483 22367  GROO FH16 NJ34-07
1580 Lidhorikion 7 7 PPL 38.533  22.200 GROO FHO6 NJ34-07
1580 Galaxidi: see Galaxidhion 7 7  PPL 38.383 22383  GROO FH24 NJ34-07
1580 Amfissa (Salona) 7 7 PPL 38.533  22.383  GROO FH26 NJ34-07
1580 Kalopetinitsa: see Tritaia 6 6  PPL 38.450  22.367  GROO FH15 NJ34-07
1580 Pendeoria 6 6 PPL 38.417 22317  GROO FH15 NJ34-07
1580 Vounikhora 6 6 PPL 38.450  22.300  GROO FH15 NJ34-07
1580 Epakhtos: see Navpaktos 7 7  PPL 38.400 21.833  GROO EH75 NJ34-07
1580 Moni Sotiros 8 8 MON 38.483  22.367

1580 Zante: see Zakinthos 5 6 PPL 37.783  20.900  GROO DG98 NJ34-10
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